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ADVERBS 
 

Adverbs describe actions (verbs). 
Many adverbs are derived from adjectives. 

slow 
slowly 

 

nice  
nicely 

 
The French –ment corresponds to the English –ly  

 
If the adjective ends with a consonant, add –ment to the feminine form:  

Masculine adjective Feminine adjective Adverb 
lent 
slow 

 
clair 
clear 

 
doux 
soft 
 

franc 
frank 

 
heureux 
fortunate 

 
délicieux 
delicious 

 
joyeux 
joyful 

 
nerveux 
nervous 

 
certain 
certain 

lente 
slow 

 
claire 
clear 

 
douce 
soft 
 

franche 
frank 

 
heureuse 
fortunate 

 
délicieuse 
delicious 

 
joyeuse 
joyful 

 
nerveuse 
nervous 

 
certaine 
certain 

lentement 
slowly 

 
clairement 
clearly 

 
doucement 

softly 
 

franchement 
frankly 

 
heureusement 
fortunately 

 
délicieusement 
deliciously 

 
joyeusement 

joyfully 
 

nerveusement 
nervously 

 
certainement 
certainly 
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confidentiel 
confidential 

 
parfait 
perfect 

 
vif 

keen, bright 
 

actif 
active 

 
naturel 
natural 

 
normal 
usual 

 

 
confidentielle 
confidential 

 
parfaite 
perfect 

 
vive 

keen, bright 
 

active 
active 

 
naturelle 
natural 

 
normale 
usual 

 
 

 
confidentiellement 

confidentially 
 

parfaitement 
perfectly 

 
vivement 

I can’t wait for… 
 

activement 
actively 

 
naturellement 

naturally 
 

normalement 
usually 

 

   
 

If the masculine adjective ends with an -e, just add –ment to it:  

Masculine adjective Adverb 
Rapide 
Quick 

 
Probable 
Probable 

 
Rare 
rare 

 
sincère 
sincere 

 

rapidement 
quickly 

 
probablement 

probably 
 

rarement 
rarely 

 
sincèrement 
sincerely 
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Some adjectives ending in -e will have an é in their adverbial form: 

Masculine adjective Feminine adjective Adverb 
Précis 

Precise, exact 
 

Aveugle 
Blind 

 
profond 
deep 

 
énorme 

enormous, great 

précise 
precise, exact 

 
aveugle 
blind 

 
profonde 
deep 

 
énorme 

enormous, great 
 

précisément 
precisely, exactly 

 
aveuglément 

blindly 
 

profondément 
deeply 

 
énormément 

enormously, greatly 

 
If the masculine adjective ends with a vowel other than e, just add -ment:  

Masculine adjective Adverb 
Absolu 
Absolute 

 
Poli 
Polite 

 
vrai 
real 

 
joli 
nice 

 

absolument 
absolutely 

 
poliment 
politely 

 
vraiment 
really 

 
joliment 
nicely 

 
  

If the masculine adjective ends with -ant, the adverb will end in –amment: 

Masculine adjective Adverb 
Brilliant 
Brilliant 

 

Méchant 
Mean 

 
Puissant 

brillamment 
brilliantly 

 

méchamment 
meanly 

 
puissamment 
powerfully 
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Powerful 
suffisant 
sufficient 

 

suffisamment 
sufficiently 

 

   
 
  

If the masculine adjective ends with -ent, the adverb will end in –emment: 

Masculine adjective Adverb 
Évident 
Obvious 

 
Prudent 
Prudent 

 
Violent 
Violent 

 
Frequent 
frequent 

 
 

évidemment 
obviously, of course 

 
prudemment 
Prudently 

 
violemment 
Violently 

 
fréquemment 
frequently 

 

  
Irregular adverbs: 

Masculine adjective Feminine adjective Adverb 
Bref 
Brief 

 
Gentil 
nice 

 

brève 
brief 

 
gentille 
nice 

 

brièvement 
briefly 

 
gentiment 
nicely 

 
 

Adverbs of manner: 

bien 
well 

 
mieux 
better 

mal 
badly 

 
ensemble 
together 
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Adverbs of quantity: 
peu 

little, not much, few 
 

très 
very 

 
beaucoup 
much, a lot 

 
tout 

all, every 

assez 
enough 

 
trop 

too much, too many 
 

moins 
less 
 
 

 
Adverbs of time: 

aujourd’hui 
today 

 
demain 

tomorrow 
 

tôt 
early 

 
maintenant 

now 
 

vite 
quickly, fast 

 

hier 
yesterday 

 
tard 
late 
 

bientôt 
soon 
 

longtemps 
for a long time 

 

 
Adverbs of frequency: 

souvent 
often 

 
quelquefois 
sometimes 

 

déjà 
already, previously 

toujours 
always 

 
jamais 
never 

 

enfin 
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encore 
still, again 

 

finally 
 

 
Adverbs of location: 

ici 
here 

 
où 

where  
 

près 
close 

 
derrière 
behind 

 

là 
there 

 
loin 
far 
 

devant 
in front of 

 
dehors 
outside 

 
 

Reminder: Adjectives are placed AFTER the nouns. 
Du raisin vert 

Some green grape 
 

Except for “B.A.G.S.” adjectives 

(adjectives related to Beauty, Age, Goodness, and Size) 

which are placed BEFORE the noun 
Un bel homme 

A handsome man 
 

Adverbs are placed BEHIND THE VERBS. 

Il court vite. 
He runs fast. 

  
Il a beaucoup couru. 

He ran a lot. 
  

Hier, il a fait beau. 
Yesterday, it was nice. 

  
Dehors, il fait soleil. 
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It’s sunny outside. 
EXERCICES 

Fill in the blanks with the adverb corresponding to the adjective provided: 

1. Je travaille..................................................................(lent) 

2. Elle ne voit pas............................................................(clair) 

3. Nous parlons……………………………………………………………(rare) 

4. Ils mangent………………………………………………….………….(énorme) 

5. Il joue………………………………………………………………………(brilliant) 

6. Il pleut……………………………………………………………….…….(violent) 

7. Tu écris…………………………………………………………………….(bref) 

 

Choose the correct answer: 

1. Elle parle 

a. Vite 

b. Vitemment 

c. vitamment 

2. Ils jouent 

a. Gentil 

b. Gentiment 

c. Gentilent 

3. Vous marchez 

a. Prudemment 

b. Prudent 
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c. Prudentement 

4. Elle réfléchit 

a. Profondement 

b. Profondément 

c. Profonde 

5. Tu lis  

a. Parfaitement 

b. Parfaite 

c. Parfaitément 

6. Elles chantent 

a. Joyeuxement 

b. Joyeusément 

c. Joyeusement 

7. Nous vous parlons  

a. Confidentiellent 

b. Confidentiellamment 

c. confidentiellement 

Translate: 

1. She runs in front of the house. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. He always talks.  

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. It rains today. 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. We eat too much. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

5. It frequently snows here. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. Obviously, you are sick. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

7. They talk sincerely. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

8. She certainly comes tomorrow. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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CORRECTION TO THE EXERCICES  
 

Fill in the blanks with the adverb corresponding to the adjective provided: 

1. Je travaille lentement. 

2. Elle ne voit pas clairement. 

3. Nous parlons rarement. 

4. Ils mangent énormément. 

5. Il joue brillamment. 

6. Il pleut violemment. 

7. Tu écris brièvement. 

 

Choose the correct answer: 

1. Elle parle 

a. Vite 

2. Ils jouent 

b.  Gentiment 

3. Vous marchez 

a. Prudemment 

4. Elle réfléchit 

b. Profondément 

5. Tu lis  

a. Parfaitement 

6. Elles chantent 

c. Joyeusement 
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7. Nous vous parlons  

c. confidentiellement 

 

Translate: 

1. She runs in front of the house. 

Elle court devant la maison. 

2. He always talks.  

Il parle toujours. 

3. It rains today. 

Il pleut aujourd’hui. 

4. We eat too much. 

Nous mangeons trop. 

5. It frequently snows here. 

Il neige fréquemment ici. 

6. Obviously, you are sick. 

Tue s évidemment malade. 

7. They talk sincerely. 

Ils parlent sincèrement. / Elles parlent sincèrement. 

8. She certainly comes tomorrow. 

Elle vient certainement demain. 
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